
Jean Shafiroff, philanthropist and activist, is considered to 

be at the vanguard of a new movement of modern 

philanthropists.  Jean's philanthropy goes  beyond financial 

contributions and  includes the gifts of extensive time and 

knowledge. Through her work she encourages and seeks to 

empower all individuals to become philanthropists so that 

they can build the fulfillment of giving into their lives.  

A volunteer fundraiser, leader and spokesperson for 

several charitable causes, the spectrum of Jean’s 

philanthropic work includes improving the lives of  

underserved populations ,  women’s rights and well-being, 

health care, animal welfare and resources for children in 

need, in addition to other causes. Jean serves on the 

boards of New York City Mission Society, New York 

Women’s Foundation, French Heritage Society, Couture 

Council (Museum of the Fashion Institute of Technology), 

Jewish Board of Family and Children's Services (20+ years), 

Southampton Animal Shelter Honorary Board, and Southampton Bath & Tennis Club’s Charitable 

Foundation. Jean has been widely recognized and featured in numerous publications, including The Wall 

Street Journal, Gotham Magazine, The New York Times, New York Social Diary, Avenue, Hamptons 

Magazine, and The Huffington Post, among others. 

Jean works closely with the multiple causes she supports. Each year she chairs numerous galas and hosts 

events benefiting numerous not-for-profit organizations. She is particularly well-known for her 

leadership in raising money for many charities, including the Southampton Hospital, New York City 

Mission Society, New York Women's Foundation and Southampton Animal Shelter.   Jean has been 

honored by several organizations including the New York City Mission Society, Youth Counseling League, 

Jewish Board of Family and Children’s Services, Surgeons of Hope, the Ellen Hermanson Foundation, Pet 

Philanthropy Circle, and Animal Zone International. 

Jean holds an MBA from the Graduate School of Business at Columbia University and a BS in physical 

therapy from the Columbia University College of Physicians and Surgeons. She has worked both in public 

finance and private partnerships on Wall Street. Prior to that, she was a physical therapist at St. Luke’s 

Hospital in New York City. Jean is married to Martin Shafiroff, an investment advisor, and together they 

have two daughters, Jacqueline and Elizabeth, who share their mother’s interest in charitable causes. 

Jean and her family reside in New York City and Southampton. 


